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Satere’'s my weanurs but I’m teo discreet, 

Forun a-muck and tilt at all F necet : 

F only wear it ina land of Hectors, 

Dhieves, supercargoes, sharpers, ard directors. -Pore. 
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ELECTION OF LORD MAYOR OF LONDON, 
FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 


WAITHMAN Ueréeus HEYGATE. 


't is but seldom we trouble ourselves with what are 
improperly designated /ecad polities ; but which should 
in generat be designated docal syuabbles. They fre- 
quentiy involve no principle ; aud the disputes are rarely 
of more consequence, thansthe colours of the different 
caimdidates at an election. One man gets knocked down 
for wearing a blue ribband, by a man who wears a yel- 
iow one: and the candidates are elected in the same spi- 
rit; so that one might imagine it was merely a preference 
of colours, and thet the ribbands were of more conse- 
quence that: either the eleetors, or the elected. Sometimes 
we see a most aclive contest between the partizans of 
two absolute blockheads, nominally belonging to different 
paties, but in reality of no use to any party; and the 
success of cilher must be equally disgusting to common 
sense. Sometimes the battle is between two knaves ; 
and honesty blushes to witness the earnestness with 
which fools strive to place the one above the other, when 
the bottom of a horse-pond would be fitter place for the 
qiet repose of the congenial parties. It sometimes hap- 
pens, however, that local. politics, properly so called, 


exhibit symptoms of the general condition of the body 


politic ; and then they come fairly under the cognizance 
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of the satirist, as affording specimens of folly, or vice, 
which lose the insipid peculi: ity of their local nature, from 
the extent of the evil which they develope, or from the 
maiily spirit Which they call forth in opposition to the 
progress of these sy mptor vatic ulcers. Of this nature 
was the Birmingham mockery of Congratulation, which 
we noticed at some length in our last number! [t was 
necessary to charac terize this delusion in its true colours, 
to prevent a national deception—a false picture of the 
feeling of Birmingham, from being promulgated. We 

cannot always Yr reach the ears of royally, to counteract 
the “ leprous distillation,” which venal courtier, fatally 
for the repose of nations, pour into their ears; but with 
a free press, we may confine falsehood to the circles from 
which truth is entirely banished, and limit delusion to 
the precincts of the « ourt: so that when a monarch ven- 
tures boyond the threshold of his palace, the public voice, 
in all the force and majesty of truth, may astound his 
faculties with the display of the real condition of the 
public mind. Every attempt is made to prevent this by 
our venal statesmen, and time-serving sycophants. The 
ery of public indignation is represented as the madness 
of disaffection ; the complaint of distress is tortured into 
the language of se dition; and the hired plaudits of a few 
mercenary, or ignorant wretches, are represented as pub- 
lie approbation. To counteract these baneful effects, it 
is necessary that every PUBLIC OFFICER, in whose ap- 
pointment the public have any share, should be selected 
from the few public characters who will not lend them- 
selves to such deceptions. They should be men, who 
will not ery peace, when there is no peace; nor lull 
luxury to sleep with the flattering unction of fulsome 
praise, while the storm is cathering | in every quarter, and 
the apparent splendor is threatened with a wreck so fatal 
as scarcely to leave its history behind. 

Of all local public officers, the Lord Mayor, and the 
Sheriffs of London are the most important. if they act 
in unison with the feelings of the inhabitants of the me- 
tropolis,’ there is a direct and open means of communica- 
tion between the people and their monarch, which may 
be employed in the most advantageous manner ; pro- 
- vided the parties who must act on the behalf of the pub- 
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lic have spirit and talent, as well as honesty, and resolu- 
tion. [tis true they cau only request the monarch to 
mend his councils, and dismiss dangerous advisers ; and 
as the King mav be deceived by those about him, suck 
answers nay be dictated to remonstrances, as that which 
was lately given to the memorial of the city in favour 
of her Jate Majesty. But even where such interpositions 
fail to rescue the monarch from the hands of evil coun- 
sellors, they carry no trifling dread inte the cabinets of 
such counsellors. They feel the scourge under which 
they are compelled to stnile; and if no ‘open and direct 
eflect is produced, the councils are paralysed with the 
knowledge that the public voice is against them: and, 

however ‘reluctantly, or indirectly they recede, it is too 
dangerous to persevere. During the past year, London 
has been fortunate in a Mayor, and Sheriffs, who have 
done their duty, on the whole, inthe most laudable man- 
ner. The conduct of the Mayor bas been without a ble- 
mish; and, although Mr. Sheriff Williams has disap- 
pointed our expectations in a great measure; and Mr. 
Sheriff Waithman has opposed himself to what we have 
deemed a constitutional duty on the part of the Sheriff, 

to cali county meetings whenever properly s0 desired, we 
have no great reason “to complain of the manner in which 
the shriev alty has been filled. For the ensuing year, the 
aspect is mucl: less promising, although it may produce 
no considerable mischief, provided the ‘citizens will eheck 
the danger to be apprehended from two ministerial she- 
riffs, by ‘the clection of a Lord Mayor, who will assert 
and defend.the rights of the people. "Alderman Vena- 
bles and Garratt are not men ef so much talent as to be 
very formidable; but if a Lord Mayor of similar princi- 
ples should be returned, Mr. Alderman Heygate, for in- 
stance, who aspires to that honour, (although not in ro- 
tation the succeeding party) it is not saiipetatila but the 
general trio to please the existing administration, ma 

render the worthy home Secretary of State, Lord Sid- 
mouth, the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs of London and 
Middlesex ; or perhaps the control of the political duties 
of the offices might rest with the Under Secretary, Mr. 
Hobhouse. This is a possibility which the citizens of 
London, if they wish to keep the ministers fairly at arms 
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tength, and prevent any untair closing with them are 
bound to take measures to aycid. The contest for she- 
riffs was an ill-chosen, and badly managed affair, No 
sufficient inducement was offered to the liverymen to 
come to the poll; and what inducement existed, was not 
properly employed. The popular candidate did not de- 
sire the situation in which it was wished to place bim, 
and would take uo measures for his own success. This 
throws a general damp upon an English election, Ina 
proper r state of things, where clections were conducted on 
a proper footings, a candidate might be spared personal 
exertions; but if we are compelled to fight against 
opponents armed in a peculiar inode, it is only 
by adopting weapons of equal effect, that we cau hope to 
prevail. Knytish voters expect to be canv assed, and so- 
licited ; and it is useless to s Ry Uiey ought not to expect 
this. Those who begin to correct prejudices must meet 
those prejuc dices, anid turn them first in their own fa- 
your. Electors are part of the great mass, which must 
be reformed entircly. The great artifice of our oppo- 
nents is to bring { Jeward men who have done no mis- 
chief, because they never had the power :——and many 
good- -humoured fellows are ready lo say, SS Wve know no 
“harm of the iman, and why should w e oppese bin.” 
There are buat few who will take the trout e to think 
what the bird ast be, fr: on the evg which ts about to 
be hatched. ‘To know nothing publicly advantageous of 
aman who aspires to au ite, worlaut offiee, is quite a suf- 
ficient reason for rejecting him. Ifa man had any qua- 
lities worth shewing, or any he bad not been afraid to 
develope, it is not af so late a period of life, they would 
ho noknown. ‘Phe causes that Gl the Bench of Alder- 
men with individuals whose names were searcely heard 
hefore their election, and almost as seldom afterwards, it 
is nol now necessary to investigate. A ian may do 
well eno aot to pl Ly his part over a pis ite of turtle , or lo 
commit an ordinary rogue, or to pass a pauper, or to 
scold a prostitute, who is totally tuafil for the political 
duties of the supreme Magistrac y of tue City of Londen. 
jn times ike Those, Witea fe USUI and a inischievous SYs~ 
fem are openly at war, Mir. Alderman H oygate aspires 
rhe ford Ma vor a * pretence: ws. thy sf ‘aig iy next on 
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the lists and his reason, that he is unconsciaus of having 
civen any offence! Good gentleman !—he not conscious 
of having supported the administration on every Impor- 
fant occasion! Ys he not conscious of having been op- 
posed fo the Citizens of London, on every question reia- 
tive to the persecution of her late Majesty 2? What has 
he iu common with the Citizens of London? “Did. he 
support them, when some half-a-score of fatter Aider- 
nen than himself, took up an Address to the King, as 
the Address of the Corporation, whieh was no more in 
unison’ with the seutiments of the City, than with the 
sentiments of the inhabitants of New York. What has 
he ever done, which can be quoted as a pledge of any 
sood he wi// do? He has given no offence, torsooth ! 
A rave qualification for a Lord Mayor of the Metropolis 
of Great Britain! it would not serure a man a vote for 
the office of petty constable, ina rotten borough! No 
offences, indeed! What adrantaye las he conferred upon 
the Citizens ? What talents does he possess, from which 
advantaze may be expected? Was he not passed over 
the last year? Does he remember the smiling sneer with 
which his declaration of his readiuess to serve the office, 
was received by the Livery ’ He had then the same 
clazins that he possesses now ; and there exisis now the 
same reason why they should not succeed. He was then 
next in rotation, as he calls it, because Mr. Alderman 
Magnay did not think proper to ask for bis election, as se- 
ior Alderman. But if Ald. Magnay be passed over, why 
should Ald. Heygate be chosen ? Has Ald. Magnay given 
any more oflence than himself? Cannot Mr. Magnay 
claim it as a matter of rotary right, even in preference 
to Mr. Heygate. Since he is willing to step over his 
senior why should he talk of rotation? He would break 
it to rise, but he dislikes that it should be broken for his 
fall. If he is rejected, whose fault is it? He saw, and 
seenied to feel, last year, the little value which the Com- 
mon fall attached to his claims. Why has he not im- 
proved his claims’? It has been a year of memorable 
business, and yet Mr. Heygate has not been heard of! 
He comes forth again to claim the prize, but he has been 
absent from the battle! Can he wonder that the livery 
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who see him only once year, forget that he is on the roll? 
Let him exert himself ia the ensuing twelvemonths, and 
we will promise him our best support as soon as even he 
deserves it. At present, he must parden us for believing 
that Mr. Alderman Waithma: stands infinitely beyend 
him, in his claims to the mayoralty. Every reason that 
dictates the election of Alderman Thorpe tor the present 
year, urze the return of Mr. W aithman for the next; : 
with the addition of many cthers, tov obvious, and too 
fresh in the recollection of the citizensef Londen, to need 
enumeration. When we see a man earnest in the dis- 
eharge of his duty, and conscientiously endeavouring te 
fulfil its most important obligations; when we see an ac- 
tivity aud a determination that can rise with circum- 
stances, and meet the exivencies of the moment, however 
trying they neay be, we can easily consign to oblivion any 
minor diiferences about modes and circumstances. In 
doing this, we surrender no principle, we make no con- 
eessions. On the points abou! which we differ with Mr. 
Waithman, we reserve the right of advancing that differ- 
ence Whenever we may think it necessary. As the fittest 
man for the situation in question, he has our hearty 
wishes that he may be placed in the chair. We are not 
sd unjust as to deny him this, because he is not on every 
topic in unison with ourseives:—and we trust the eiti- 
zens of London. will strain every nerve to procure vn 
election of hiny who is most iitted for, and best entitled t 
the station. The means they must use, they are ae 
fectly acquainted with. They will return Two equal ly 
objectionable to the Court of Aldermen, to obtain the 
result they desire. Whether it shalt be Waithman and 
Thorpe, oc Waithman and Wood, must rest with those 
who arrange the business. The peace of the metropolis 
demands a security against the ascendancy whieh ona 
late occasion would have washed its sLreets in bloed, if a 
servile municipality had been at the disposal of a ca- 
precious minister, Other occasions cf a still greater 
import may arise; and it is the duty of the inhabitants 
of the metropolis to take care that their officers speak. 
ONLY their sentiments. It is not probable al apy ccon- 
test will teke place ;—Mr. Heve vate cannot hope ta vut- 
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vote Mr. Waithman, since he declined a ecntest wth the 

present Mayor ;—but it is still necessary to prepare-— 

that if a strug le should ensue, it may ter ‘minate as such 
4 


a strurgle ought te terminate, in the decided triumph of 
the peopie. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF 
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From the Black Dwarf in tharweek Gaol, to Sir 
Robert Baker, late Chief Magistraieof Bow Street. 
ON THE HONOUR OF BEING DISMISSED FROM THE FIRM 
CF CASTLEREAGH, AND CO, 


Sir Robert, 

Although your dismissal might have been 
expected, since you “hesitated between your duty to the 
firm, and your regard for the laws, and suffered justice’ 
and Bek lo prevail over the orders of Mr. Chitten- 
den, the vadertaker’s man, who was appointed to the: 
command of the £. if pai genie on the occasion of the late: 
‘Queen’ s faneral-—though this might have been expectéd, 
vet i was deverred so long as’ to mislead some simple 
people into the belief, that Lord Liverpeel was not quite 
so prompt in the evidenc . i his displeasure as it Was 
a wind 2 principal manager of the concern to’ 
be, But, comfort yours: Hf, Sir Robert. Your masters 
have doine for you what it would have been difficult for 
you to have accomplished for yourself. They have con- 
vineed the world, that yor tare far foo good for their ser- 
vice, whatever discrepancies may have appeared in your 
magisterial cou duct towards ministerial offenders ! This 
will be a cer tain passport to future respectabil Ay ; ; for if 
you are not dit for the duties of their service, you must 
have some adie virtues left, and may be entitled te the 
good wiil of your fellow-citizens! You sée, Sir Robert, 
there is no (/ependance upon past exertions 3 and of this 
you have some reason to co mplaia, for you have render~ 
ed some of a most important nature to the firm. They 
have no memory, howe ver, for the A sich ; their menials’ 
must be always ready fer their business; and an acci- 
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dental failure, or 2 momentary iwinge in the part where 
political consciences are deposited, is sufficient not only 
to destroy all their fay: ur, but to entail their hatred on 
their ualucky agents. ‘i ‘hey are as hostile to any pause 
in the execution of their commands, as Richard to the 


iardy compunctions of Buckingham. They exclaim, at 
any hesitation to ohoy— 


‘} What! held he ont co lone with me eatin’ 
“ And pauses now {"’ 

Neither the compliances of Earl Fitzwilliam with se 
many minister ial measures that his good sense must have 
censured, and his humanity disapproved , nor the avow- 
ed opposition of his son, Lord Milton, te the principles of 
Reform, could save him from the wreck of his honcurs, 
when he presumed to express his disapprobation of the 
Manchester Massacre. They will only have obedient 
slaves ;—-men te whom they can sav -— Go!” and they 
will go :—“ Come!” and thev will come. Their agents 
must be well tutored spaniels, who will fawn, and Aatter, 
and lick their feet, and fetch their game, and turn what- 
ever gpit it may suit the ‘Treasury palate to set in mo- 
tion. Your claims cn their qr atitude had been ; great ; 
but gratitude is a word not to be met with in the vora- 
bulary of a Minister of State. at the present period. Ga the 
discovery of the Cato-street plot, you were then in fa- 
vour. You stepped over tlie heads of your fellows, and 
your present successor shrunk intui itively from the gli- 
perior splendour of the rays of courtly patronage thai 
played around your head. On every impertant occasion, 
it was “ Sir Robert, here!” and “ Sir Robert, there !” 
until you had an opportunity of playing that graad move 
in the ministerial game, hich led to the Hberation of 
Franklin, and the ese ape of his mere potent exrpiayers ! 
This was your master-piece ; and. in truth, it was a ser- 
vice which merited a ereater recompense than it has re- 
ceived. To disregard 2 plain injunction of positive Jaw 
and the ordinary dictates of common sense, in iayeur of 
your patrons, was almost as muci: as coull! be expected 
from any magistrate. ‘To do this, when Mr. Pirnie, 
your successor, refused to do it—to do it without any 
pretence of form, or shadow of exeuse:—to take upon 
yourself the full responsibility of libera’ ine an accused 
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travior, and the ridicule of a declaration that you ded 
not know in what treason to the peosle consisted ;—. 
was as much as any man would have been expected to 
do, by any masters but yours!—Their whole craft was 
at stake, and would have been inevitably exposed, but 
for your exertions in their favour. Yet, ingrates as they 
are, they have forgotten that their places were then yout 
gift, and they have deprived you of yours, because you 
did not think proper to hazard the lives of a thousand 
people in a silly attempt tocarry their absurd orders into 
execution ! 

You may now perceive, Sir Robert, what you were 
wanted to become—a mere puppet in the hands of some- 
body, with a string passed from your office to Downing 
Street, that any clerk might pull, at thedirection of your 
masters. You were not dismissed, nor censured, for an 
evident and palpable neglect of the law, and breach. of 
duty, in the liberation of Franklin. You were not pub- 
licly thanked for it, it is'true; but, from the reluctance 
of that worthy minister, Sidmouth, to take any steps to 
repair the error, and the piaudits of the ministerial jour- 
nals on the escape of their coadjutor, it may be inferred 
that in private you had received every commendation, 
and perhaps obtained a distant view of a baronetey, when 
you should have served a few years longer, and been 
tound “ farthful to the ead !”---1 mean, of course, the 
end for which your powers had been conferred. These 
dreams of greatness are all over. You have been tried 
in the ministerial balance, and found wanting in the qua- 
lifications of office. The crime of humanity hasbeen laid 
to your charge ; and upon this accusation you have been 
found guilty, and condemned. There is no appeal from the 
decision. It is the great sn that is never pardoned by 
authority, which considers its own whims and caprices 
the basis of all regulations. The orders of the Minister 
were derided, and his object defeated; and you did not 
eacrifice the multitude on the spot. Had you emulated 
the gloriows conduct of the Manchester worthies, the 
Hays, the Ethelstones, the Hultons—had you charged 
the multitude with horse, and foot, and cannon—had 
you borne the hearse triumphantly down the back-roads, 


over the bleeding bodies of all the rioters who came in 
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your way—doe you imagine you Ww ould have been dis- 
missed? For your comfort | you might then have read 
in the Cour me that uo was better a thousand L fives of 
the rude rabble should have poe sacrificed, than the 
the whine of a minister should have been thwarted, 
the wheels of the hearse tursed one inch out of the route 
prescribed! You would have been extolied as a be +, if 
like other heroes you had made destruction the herald of 
your fame, and the trumpeter of your glories, But you 
seemed to have strange ideas of the d: uly ofa magistrate 
to preserve the peace, which have become almost obso- 
lete in these enlizhtened times. It occurred to you, that 
while the best way, the nearest way, and the m ast direct 
way, to the end of the journey was free from interrup- 
tion; and the way throuy 4y which it had been ordered to 
force a passage, was thronged with people who were de- 
termined to resist it, that it was far better to avoid the 
mischief, ihan to encourage it to ae forth. You na- 
turaliy enough thought yoursc If the master of the route. 
You thougit a British Magistrate had an undoubted 
right to render the military subservient to the civil 
power; and you directed that the procession should take 
ihe nearest road. Here, in realily, Sir Robert, your 
functions ended, the power delegated to you for the ends 
of superior authority was resumed. Your eare 
public peace was construed into contempt for superior 
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mteresis ; and the world saw the indecent 
an undertaker’s man taking thie ecommand of the nuihtary 
out of the hands of the mi avistrate, and —_ the 
privilege of ordering them to obey himself bees cel 
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the coroner on the inauest held upon the body of Honey, 
said you fad not the direction of the re a dansk that 
part of the business devolved upon this undertaker’s man, 
this Mr. Chittenden! You had doubtless supposed you 


had the superintendence of the publie peace; and that 


the route of the procession depended ppon this more 


important consideration! Ah! Sir Robert! you did 


not kvow the men with whom you had to deal! Do you 
remember wo e anecdote of the Persian Prine 
ordered a creat, ahi. biack imaze, carved in stone, to 
be placed near the vates of one of his cities, which occa- 


sioned many accidents by frightening the horses of tra- 


w 
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vellers, and others, on their entrance. A pelition was 
prepared that the monster might be removed ; but the 
prince replied that was émpossible, lest it should be 
»nagined that a member of the royal family could have 
done any thins that was improper. The evidence of all 
eyes that the prince was foolish, was disregarded; and it 
was stupidly supposed he would be deemed immaculate 
while he persisted that he had doneno wrong. Equally pe- 
remptory, and equally ridicuious, were the orders of Lord 
Liverpool, to enforce the progress of the funeral, at the 
hazard of the publie peace, and to the certain loss of life that 
must ensue: and though it is a matter of exultation that 
the populace did not content themsclyes with petitioning 
against such ridiculous orders, and that they were finally 
defeated, it is not to be expected that so great a man as 
Lord Liverpool will confess himself in the wrong. ‘The 
public cannot be punished for their presumption ; and his 
Lordship’s indignation naturally descends upon you, for 
not ordering it to be chastised upon the spot. | f am sur- 
prized the underteker’s man, Mr. Chittenden, was not 
knighted, and made the superior of Bow Street io your 
room! Hehad actually deposed you, by virtue of his 
superior authori, ‘The Coroner tells us Ae ordered 
the hearse to be turned into the park, and directed the 
soldiers to cut @ passage for him through the multitude. 
You, yourself, inform: us, you had agreed to take the 
road pointed out by reason, and the general wishi—that 
you had endeavoured to prevent any endecent demen- 
stration before Carlton Hiouse—and that you expected 
your arrangement would have been followed :—when, 
lo! Mr. Chittenden suddenly appears, transforms his un- 
dertaker’s wand into a marshal’s baton ; and without 
announcing that he had become your master, usurps 
your piace, station, and authority ; and the life-guards, 
probably from a similarity of secret orders, follow this 
grand captain of undertakers, and get into actual com- 
bat with the people, before the magistrate who was sup- 
posed to direct the movements, knew any thing about the 
matter! Your real duty, then, Sir Robert, was one of 
difficulty and of danger ; and a duty which but few ma- 
gistrates would have had the io ian to perform. | 
will not therefore blame you for not endeavouring to do, 
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what ordimary men im, ‘iat nave thought beyond their 
ability ; but i cannoi forbear pointing oul fo ,cu whatea 
zealous, courageous, aud patr jolie magistrate snight bave 
done ou such an occasion. Indignant sat having bean, 
treated as the puppet of a minister's caprice. instead of 
being considered the guardian of the publi ‘peace, When 
he found a mere piece of undertaker’s furniture had pre-~ 
sumed to take a course, Which himself lad shunned a: 
calculated to excite disturbance, he shewld hay ordered 
his officers to seize Myr. Chittenden, as a 5 ialator of the 
peace, and an insulter of the magistracy. Tle should 
have called the sheriff from his coach. to tnterpese lis 
authority, and array the public in their own defence, 
equally protecting themselves against outrage, and re- 
fraining from offering outrage to others. He pare then 
have ordered the soldie ery to obey him as - civil muagis- 
trate ; and directed the procession to resume that course 
out of which it had been turned without any authority. 
This conduct, though it would not haye pres cuted your 
dismissal, would have immortalized your nane. The 
character of the Old English Magistracy would have 
been redeemed from an age of degradation ; and the pu- 
pulace, thus taught to rely impliciity on the protection 
of the laws, and the spirit of their Mavistrates, would 
not have fell any real, or imaginary necessity for taking 
into their own hands the defence of their persons. and 
vindication of their rights. 

Though you have done this, yet your couduel, on the 
whole was highly praiseworthy. You sanctioned not 
the violence of the Life-guards. You gave them no ex- 
cuse, or justification for their rude and. provoking beha- 
viour. Yuu did not pander to their fo'ly, by any mock-~ 
ery of reading riot acts, to qualify the shooting and sa- 
bring of the populace. You did not encourage them to 
storm every interruption they met with, by vollics of 
pistol-balls, or charges with the sword. And probably 
your determination “to be no party to any attempt to 
force one road while another was epen, prevented the 
Liie-guards from renewing the conflict with: the people, 
and thus saved the metropolis one of the most dreadful 
days,and disastrous nights, that its annala might have upon 
record. Let the lives of those vou have spared. console 
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you for the Avrurs you have lost! The satisfaction of 
having prevented bloodshed, to a degree unprecedented, 
on an occasion without parallel, will be always a pleasing 
companion of your retirement. You have lost nothing 

Which could have been retained with honor:—and your 

refusal to be a party to such gigantic evils, wi]! atone for 

all the minor errors of your political career. It will be 

even more honourable to have saved the people from the 

consequences of ministerial rasnness and caprice, than 

disgraceful to have lib«:ated Franklin to save his em- 

ployers:——and in *:.e public thanks for the one you will 

escape publi indignation fur the other! You must now 

feel sa'istied that the system is one which, under the 

sresent administration a humane and honest mau cannot 

actively serve. It requires agents who will not start at 

bloodshed, when only the rabble bleed. Nay it would 

seem that this is an inadequate description ; for there are 

men, and even women to be found, who think it neces- 

sary not merely to look on and smile, when the populace 

is exposed to the fury of a frantic military, but actually to 

reward the conduct whieh ends in manslaughter, and 

wilful murder. 

You will not let any supposed displeasure of the Kin 
disturb your peace. He sees only with the optics of his 
ministers! You are a better judge than he of what oc- 
curred under your own eyes. He cannot be angry 
that you refused to be an active party to measures which 
micht have wafted the remains of his Queen to their 
final sepulchre, through an ocean of his peoples’ blood! 
He must have been misled in the statements made to 
him of the transactions: or he would have been more likely 
induced to disiniss a minister who dare issue and persist 
imsuch absurd and dangerous orders:—than a magis- 
trate who wisely bent before the storm, and in a matter 
ot no importance to authority, suffered the tide of popu- 
‘tr feeling to have its uninterrupted course. The mo- 
narch who could pardon Alderman Darley for throwing 
the brand of discord among the latent embers of national 
disscution, suppressed in compliment to his presence, 
Was not likely to have punished an English magistrate 
even for an evident breach of duty, where the intention 
was to «vod bloodshed. Kings are always deceived. 
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What they cannot know trom personal observation, (and 
what they can is indeed but litile) they must take from 
report; and generally from the reports of those who are 
most interested in suppressing the facts, or colouring 
them to serve their own venal purposes. But take com- 
fort, Sir Robert! This is not a country, obscrves Junius, 
where an honest man cau be dishonoured by the frowns, 
even of a monarch. And he might have added, that the 
frowns of his ministers are generally the best testimony 
the public can have that a man is honest. This seal is at 
last set upon your character; and you are much more 
to be congratulated than pitied. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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GREAT NORTHE RN U NION. OF FRE FORMERS. 


_——<<—< 


Mr. Hunt has proposed, through the medium of the RE- 
VIVAL of the MANCHESTER OBSERVE r, aud the Appendix 
tohis Memoirs, the establishment of a general union of the 
immense multitude of the Reformers of the North of England, 
by meaus of a weekly subscription of ore penny each, to ettect 
the purpose of acc elerating the progress of the principles of re- 
form, by those means wiich may be reached ina pecuniary 
way. The pro positiv nh was promuly rated on the observance of 
the second anniversary of the Manchester massacre, end was 
received with much enthusiasm by the parties then assembled. 
Committees were appointed to arrange the best mode of pro- 
ceeding, and varicus districts have already announced their in- 
tention of carrying the proposition into effect. A hundred 
thousand reformers, subscribing but one penny each per week, 
would produce a sum of more than twenty-one thousand pounds 
per wnuum, and more than four hundred pounds per week ! 
Any person may satisfy himself of this, who chuses to make the 
calculation. The sum is so small, as to be possible to the exi- 
gencies of all but the last stages of absolute want. The dis- 
position prevails among twice a ‘hundred thousand ; the ease of 
the means and certainty of the effect, are equally apparent to 
all; yet it isnot dune! No one will take the requisite trouble 
to arrange the requisite forms, and put the matter ina state of 
progression. Al! the subscriptions which have been obtained 
with so much toil and expense, for the last twenty years, with 
the parade of hundreds and thousands subscribed by one or 
two individuals, have not amounted te the sum which a hundred 
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thousand reformers could have raised amongst themselves in 
one vear, by a subscription of a weekly penny. It is evident 
the reformers can cnly rely ov their numbers, and their perse- 
verance, for any effect :—and it is equally evideut, that upon 
themselves they might safely rely, with very ordinary exertions, 
if they would bat persevere. We have often heard parties 
exclaim, when penny subscriptions have been recommended. 
“Oh! that is too Jittl, we will give our powads at once!” 
This is the ordinary mistake. It is not a matter that can be 
effected at once. It requires constané and unremitting attention. 
It isnot giving a pound, and thinking the duty discharged, 
Those who cannot afford pounds, shrink in such cases from 
offering peunies ; and a subscription of a pound from one, that 
frightens away the pennies from five hundred is a loss, aud not 
again. Letit be considered as an inviolable duty to subscribe 
ouly one penny per week to some fixed fund, and to induce 
every one who professes to be a reformer, to give evidence of 
his sincerity by punctually observing to deposit lis penny also, 
every week; and we should need the pounds of no man :— 
care beg taken that the proceeds were faithfully conveyed to 
the hands of some responsible treasurer, But such a plan can 
scarcely become general, without the necessity 13 inculcated 
upon every man of paying his subscription hiinself, and not 
Waiting for collectors to call for it. The expences of coliectors, 
even when the duty is performed gratuitously, are considerable, 
in books, &c. besides the loss of time to themselves which often 
exhausts their enthusiasm, and restrailas their zeal. A box 
placed in proper and convenient bands would save all 
this treuble; which on the one hand ought net to be im- 
posed, nor on the other expected. Who is there who would 
hot step a mile out of his way to see an ordinary shew of 
any description that attracted his inclinations. Who then 
is there, who would grudge a trifling walk to do an act of 
duty to himself, and his posierity. An indifference on this point, 
is almost insanity, and yet how universally it prevails. To 
What miracle do those who will do nothing for themselves, look 
forward for the restoration of their liberties. Did we need 
any motives for exertion, they are easily found in extensive 
subscriptions to destroy those who dare murmur at the loss 
of public rights, and even to bribe the military to shed the 
blood of the people! In such a state cf things, is it wise for 
any man to wait sapinely until some blow shall strike himself? 
Alas! It will be then too late for Adm to resist; and if he call 
for help from others, where shall he expect to find it, when he 
has rendered noxe to Unose whein he saw fall before him! His 
neighbours, like himself, wiil wait till it is (heir darn, and then 
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complain when they fall, that there is none to help them ! Un- 
reasonable animals! Whom lrave they helped? Whom have 
they assisted? What example of devotion to the public good 
have they afforded? Would they reap what they have not 
sown? Would they put the sickle into the ripe corn, without 
endeavouring to till the ground for its production! Our op- 
pressors cling together like a band of adventurers who feel then 
safety demands their union. Should we be scattered like sleep, 
to be separately shorn, or devoured, as their avarice, or their 
appetites, may promptthem? ‘To profess a wish for reform ts 
enough to ruin any man whose prospects depend upon his polt- 
tical oppouents. ‘They shun him as a foe, and treat him es an 
evemy:—while the reformers are content to forward the views 
even of their enemies! Is it surprising that their enemies are 
strong, and that themselves are weak? Could it be otherwise, 
taless the laws of nature were reversed in our favour? “Pwo 
vears ago this reasoning was urged at more length upon the 
reformers, and, in general neglected. Some few institutions 
arose, aud have been perpetuated ; but the mass was unmoved. 
We hope Mr. Hunt’s'revival of the proposition will be of more 
avail, In order to give the Northern Union a more per- 
manent basis, by affording 2 definite object for the 
funds, it has been proposed to appropriate the procceds 
to the purchase of seats in parliament at the borough- 
monger market prices, for the advecates of Radical Re- 
form: in the first instance to obtain the return of Mr. 
Hunt for the borough of Preston, in which place committees 
have been formed, and where we are led to believe a strong 
probability exists of enabling public spirit to defeat the existing 
patronage. ‘This is an object worthy of the Reformers to at- 
‘eupt. It is a debt owing to the unyust and lengthened impri- 
sunment of that gentleman, to cnable him to meet bis enemies 
face to face, and say “ this have ye done!’ The extreme se- 
verity of bis unexpected sentence has, not only added most 
materially to those claims which he previously possessed upon 
tle public confidence, but, what is of yet more importance in 
such struggles, it has engaged pub/te sympathy, as well as pudb- 
lic justice in his favour; and enlisted those feeling on his side 
which so effectually triumphed in the case of her lamented Ma- 
jesty. What may be done in other places, remains for future 
enquiry, and future arrangements. Sir Charles Wolseley will 
emerge from his captivity in November next; and as we are 
satisfied his enthusiasm in favour of Reform, and his conviction 
of its necessity, will only have been strengthened by his iupri- 
sonment, it becomes the public to turn their attention also to 
sume means of expressing their satisfaction, that he has berne 
}estimony tothe good cause m the noblest manner. 
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BIRMINGHAM. POLITICS. .._ 


ew 


EXTRAORDINARY METAMORPHOSIS OF MODERATION: 


(eae 


If we were to follow entirely our owa inclinations, bhi: 
is a subject of which we should not easily be tired: * We 
have a friendship, a peculiar friendship for the town, as 
ihe scene of some personal exertions which we shall ‘eve: 
gonsider with complacent exultation. Wehave passed a 
few,very happy hours in the society. of some of its most 
intelligent iohabitants; and we are indebted to a very 
great proportion of them, fora very extensive patronage 
of the Brack Dwarr, almost from the period when it 
first attempted to bustle through the intricacies of the 
system. We have the great satisfaction of knowing, thal 
we have contributed much to give a decided impulse to 
the tone of its political feeling; that we have been in a 
great measure the means of eliciting tHe patriotic demon- 
strations which have taken place; and of assisting the 
endeavours of many of its inhabitants to ernancipate 
themselyes from a dependence on boroughmongering 
virtuad representation ; and to raise themselves into the 
character of citizens of a free state. And above all, we 
pride ourselves in having been present as a spectator, 
and approver of the proceedings at Newhall Hill, on the 
i2th of July, in L819. No lapse of time, ne pressure 
of privation, can erase from our memories the glories of 
that day, when the first dart was effectually thrown at 
the vulnerable part of the corruptions of our system ; 
and all its agents began to yell in furious frenzy, their 
evident alarm. The scene is before our imaginations, at 
present, in all its magnificent splendour of imposing bril- 
liance. The dark walls of our prison-house disappear, 
at the contemplation—our little taper beams with the 
rays of the meridian sun upon the faces of the countless 
multitude that crowd the deepening amphitheatre. The 
patient attention, the evident interest, the marked dis- 
crimination of the innumerable reformers that took a 
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decided part in the proceedings—the women and chil- 
dren who encircled the dense crowd of the male popuia- 
tion—the beauty of the day—the mild radiance of the 
summer sun, playing round the heads of the picturesque 
croupe—the presence of that sternly honest, and amiably 
good man, Major Cartwright—the important objects 
achieved, even in the promulgation of such principles— 
‘he propriety of the demeanour of all parties, and their 
dispersion, as if by magic, when their business was ac- 
complished-—all these circumstances enchant us even 
here—and in what is ignorantly deemed the failure of 
the measures, and the punishment of the agents. Yes! 
we are more delighted to be here, in such a cause, chan 
to have triumphed in palaces with our oppressors! Yes! 
let the venal, the cowardly, the base, reproach us with 
cmprudence! We would not have their caution, for 
their safely—-we would not change our honors for all 
that their fears can gain? The Spartans who fell at 
Thermopylee were in reality the conquerors of the Per- 
sians. It was the,flame kindled by their devotion that 
blazed throughout their country at the intelligence of 
their fate. It was the shame of other Greeks to be less 
than those who perishea in the guardian pass, that 
roused the emulation, which burst upen the Persian 
myriads with irresistible vengeance. Jt was the spIRIT 
OF THE DEAD, that animated the bosoms of the living ! 
And Greece was saved by those who perished in the first 
conflict on her frontiers! We know this language is 
Quixotic to the mere sons of gain. We know its im- 
prudence will startle the cautious politicians, who had 
rather live by railing at abuses, than lose by seeing them 
reformed. We know the mere tradesman will tell us 
we had better mind the main chance; and the timid will 
be ready to tell us, very unnecessarily, that they are rot 
Spartans, and that Birmingham is xot Thermopylx. Of 
all this we are quite as well aware as the most sensibly 
ealculating cool-headed censurers of Don Quixote ; and 
yet we cannot help preferring the generous spirit, which 
went out tocombat windmills for giants, in a desire to do 
good; than that mean servile cowardice that would Jet 
giants do all the mischief of which their fabulous uatore 
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represents them-eapable, and pacify their own fears, and 
delude others, by saying they were only windmill fancies. 
Yet we would not press into the service of danger, those 
who shrink from it, for many reasons ; of which one:may 
suffice: —it would be useless to enlist those into wdan- 
serous cause who would desert from it, on the first oc- 
casion when theirservices were required. Their choice, 
therefore, of keeping out of all danger is the best for all 
parties. It saves themselves, and it deceives no one :— 
and though it is ridiculous enough te hear them affect 
io advise how matters should be done, it is much better 
than that they should pretend to do them. 

Upon the subject of suppressing the details of the towns 
meeting, at which it was impudently proposed, to make 
the inhabitants defray an expence of three hundred 
pounds incurred by the polztical folly of the magistrates, 
we have to copy the following statement by the Editor 
of the Mercury, who did us the honour to éxtract our 
last article upon this topic; to which this statement is 
offered as a reply. The article referred to is in the 


Black Dwarf, dated August 29. The replv is as fol- 
lows :— 


‘* It is somewhat remarkable that Mr. Wooler begins 
his article, which consists mostly of copying and animad- 
verting on our reply to his former attack, by stating that 
we have made xo reply! We have again to state, Mr. 
Wooler ‘ is not in possession of the case’ He may, 
indeed, have had his brief handed to him; but he has 
been imposed upon by false statements, in which much 
:s suppressed, and more misrepresented. The town was 
sufficiently acquainted with the object of the meeting. 
without the publication of Mr. Edmonds’s letter, and 
‘we have authority for stating, that had the said tetter 
appeared, the more efficient number of the party which 
generally musters on questions affecting the interest of 
the people, would have withheld their exertions. There 
would have been a colourable pretence to rake up all the 
invidious circumstances connected with the ‘Conduct of 
Mr. Edmonds; and moderate men would have seceded 
irom a struggle, which mixed ‘them ‘up in afi iniplied 
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support of political party violence! Mr. Wooler may 
not know this; but we do know it ; and we need not, 
perhaps, tell him, that moderate men, in such cases as 
these, do a great deal more than violent ones! These 
are facts: we have nothing to do with'the] matters that 
make them so.—Life, as has been said, is unlike that 
game where we place our men at starting:—we must 
rather take them as we find them. 

“¢ So far is it untrue that the debate in question (the 
suppression of which we are charged with) must neces- 
sarily turn on the affair of Plastens,—the business of the 
meeting had practically concluded, with little speaking ; 
when, on the score of something like a menace by one of 
the speakers, the detail of Plastens’s case, or any, or all 
charges, connected with it, was boldly challenged by Mr. 
Spurrier! The consequence, was the exchange of 
some bitter and recriminative altercation, in which the 
law, as asserted by one portion of the meeting was 
denied by the other. When the parties had cooled, 
what were the circumstances within which they stood ¢ 
The imputation of political malice to the magistraces had 
already been pronounced a @6e/ in a court of justice :-— 
there was no clearly made out case of illegality —the 
publication of the debate might possibly, therefore, have 
subjected the speakers to a vexatious legal process. lt 
was sufficient to us, that some of them viewed the affair 
in this light, and appealed to us accordingiy. We may 
have a right to risk our own safety ; but we have fo 
right to hazard that of others, contrary to their own 
wishes. Such were our feelings, and we squared our 
conduct upon them. 

‘‘ Mr. Wooler is very presumptive indeed. He says, 
* We knew those who had exposed the injustice, could 
‘ not be desirous of suppressing the details.’ This is a 
mere matter of credence, viz., whether we, who reside 
on the spot, and are in personal communication with the 
parties, are to be believed—or Mr. Wooler, the denizen 
of Warwick. We are very content to leave the public 
to decide between us. We have ‘ recalled’ no state- 
ment, except to repeat, or re-urge it, with addttional 
evidence. To comply with, or refuse the persons ap- 
pealing to us, were equally the act of ‘ our own disere- 
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‘tien.’ But it would appear from Mr. Wooler’s-netion 
of a free P POSS, that we have no discretionary power ; 
er that a free Press is the only Press that has no, fren. 
dom. But we are abusing the. patience of the public. 
‘ What we have written, we have written ;’? and. ave are 
very willing to abide by the consequences. 

© We do not deem il necessary to’ follow Mr, Wooler 
through the verbiage of hypereriticism. fle. has- made 
no way against us, except by misquoling—by creating 
the confusion that he arraigns—as Don (Quixote coir: 
jured up in his own brain, “all the giants that he ever 
overthrew. In the eonsciousness that.\ we have exercised 
a sound discretion in the conduct which we have adopt- 
ed, we have allowed ir. Wooler to speak for himself in 
our columns. We may not come up to his standard of 
Quixotism in politics ;—we are not ambitious of attain- 
ing it. Wesuit the spirit of the werd to the capacity 
of the public action! Intemsperance may fume, and 
bustle, ve whip, and spur:—but a man can go no fas- 
ter than bis steed can carry hin—though, per adventure, 
he may possibly break his neck in the attempt,—Ep.’ 
Birmingham Mercury, Sept. 10. 

Having been divase in our preface to this justification, 
we shall be brief in our concluding remarks. 1. We 
never said the Editor had not attempted to reply to our 
animadversions, but that no reply to them had been 
made: Did we repeat the observation, even after the 
statement quoted, it would not be misplaced. A rejoin- 
der is not necessarily a reply. 2. We have had ne 
other brief put into our hands, except by the Editor of 
the Mercury bimself; and though il Was but a meagre 
one, it aflurded us some arguments against himself, of 
the value of which we also are quite willing that the 
public should judge. If we had been “ imposed upon by 
false. statements, in which much was suppressed, and 
more misrepresented,” the fault lay with the Mercury, 
which might have preduced light from the darkness at 
its pleasure -—but we had no ofher data than his own 
columns, except for the facts that greal numbers would 
have attended the meeting, had Mr, Edmonds’s letter 
appeared,—and that those who had exposed injustice, 


would not wish to suppress the details. If “* some. af 
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“ them” did wish to hide the light of their good deeds, 
though a little out of fashion in these times of scarcity 
in the market for such articles, the Mercury must allow 
it was very natural for others to wish their merit had 
more public justice afforded to it. 3. It is not easy to 
believe that “‘ the more effictent number of the party 
“ that generally musters on questions affecting the inte- 
« rests of the people,” would have neglected their evi- 
dent duty, because strong reasons for their interference 
were pointed out by Mr. Edmonds, which they could not 
have learnt from any other person. If they could be so 
mean, it were better they should always refrain from 
pretending io muster on “ questions aflecting the inte- 
rests of the people.” The character of Mr. "Edmonds, 

whether for violence, or moderation, had nothing to de 
with an attempt to impose expences on the towa, which 
it had no right to bear. ‘The “ most moderate men” in 
the world might have given up Mr. Edmonds as the 
most violent, and yet have denied the right of two magis- 
trates to fine the inhabitants three Aundred pounds, to 
punish him for defending the cause of an injured servant, 

But let us see how these “ moderate nen,” who were 
afraid of the contamimation of Mr. Edmonds’: violence, 
conducted themselves, on this occasion. We will agree 
that the first object was to get the accounts settled, 

without any speaking ; and that all parties wished to get 
rid, eve: of the thought of poor Plastens; and that, 

with some enre, _ a little aEenenys this first obiect 
was partially efiected, and the business ‘ practicaliy con- 
“ cluded.” ~ This was not the naéura? course of aflairs : 
but an artificiu? one, occasioned bythe shame of one 
party at an action which can never be morally de- 
fended, and the fear of some of the other to touch an 
ulcer which was net hi kely to be healed withcut deeper 
probing than they were disposed to venture at. Still it 
was a sore place ; and like other sores, it was certain. to 
be touched by some unlucky movement or other... As 
we camot place our men in the game of life jusi as we 
like, so neither can our opponents always get out of the 
way in time to prevent jostling; and some ove of these 
“ moderate men,’ who were so alarmed at the idea of 
neing by porsihility implicated im the vielence of Mr 
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Edmonds, even by implication, ventured “on something 
& hike a menace.” on his own behalf. ‘This roused: that 
moderate gentleman on the éther side, Mr.Spurrier ; 
who is assuredly as moderate and as good natured, as 
can be expected of an opponent. We have not yet for- 
got the good-humoured smiles he bestowed upon us, as 
anticipating his victory over us, when he fought the bat- 
tles of the ministry,as agent for the esquires of ihe giants 
at the Treasury. Mr. Spurrier, instead of moderately 
requesting the author of something like «a menace, to be 
so good as to say no more about the matter, and ‘to let 
the meeting dissolve quietly, and in good humour, 
* boldly challenged” all the details of the case of Plas- 
tens, and the charges connected withit! ‘There was not 
much moderation in this ;—but there was what we adinire 
infinitely more, a great deal of spirit—unless, indeed, 
Mr. Spurrier e alculated that hix moderate opponents were 
true dunghill cocks, and would not venture to match 
spurs with him on the occasion. But, wonderful to re- 
mark, this very rational ex pectation was dixappointed— 
these moderate mei forget ail their objection to violence, 
all their dislike to the rudeness ef Mr. Edmonds in such 
matters, and are suddenly involhed m “ BITTER and 
RECRIMINATIVE ALTERCATIONI!!!? These are 
moderate sen, with a vengeance ! Give us, by all means, 
moderation, for our moi y! Now, we dare say, Mr. 
Edmonds’s fetter w oui have preven sted this ** Satéer and 
© vecriniinative allercation ? for such violence arises 
generally from a: } Pipers view of the case at issue, 
which that letter would pave placed in a proper light: 
and the law would have been easily understood. "ibe: 
ever, itis now siaied that these matorate man, Who 
could not bear the dinplication of being mixed up with 
any violence whatever, which was at! "outed to other 
persons, had no objection to a little of their owa manu- 
facture; and when ‘they had coo fled? —(we hape = 
ore not very Aot! not very violent!—) “son ne of t hem 
found the publication of tieir moderate debate, might 
* possibl: a subjec ‘+t them to a veratious legal process 
and they appealed io the Editor of the Mereur y to sup- 
press thie di bate, and he was kind enough to obligethem. 
if the parties are satiefied with this dnkemen! of their 
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moderate virtue, We are not aware of the right of any 
one else to dispute them. If 20 way is made against the 
Editor of the Mercury, we think the weather-gage is 
fairly obtained of the moderate gentlemen, who are his 
clients. If the Editor claims for himself a sound dis- 
“ cretion,” he must allow their diserction, or his praise 
of their moderation, to be wnsound enough in all 
reason. It is amusing enough to hear the counsel 
iu such @ cause, asset rling that ‘ intemperance may 
6 fume, and bustle, and w hip, and spur! Ishe ridicu- 
ling the moderation which burst into “ dztter alterca- 
“ tron,’ and then endeavoured to prevent the posseble 
consequences of “a vexatious legal process!” If the 
Editor really © suit the spirit of the word, to the capa- 

“city of the public action,” a boast we hardly under- 
stand, though it sounds remarkably well, he must give up 
his moderate men as sadly failing in those virtues which 
mark himself; anda man, so mounted, ought not to say 
he can go no further than his sdeed will ¢ carry bim—un- 
less he means the steed, by a sort of hyperbole, to stand 
for a much enferior animal, ia a fall from which it is not 
very likely that any bones, much less the neck, would be 
broken. One word ona free press, and we have done. 
The Editor thinks it hard that a free press should have 
ao freedom ! Now we see no hardship in the matter, 
but a zreot deal ef propriety. Asa mirror has no choice 
of the : ubject that it will reflect, we think a free press 
is bound to “ shew virtue her own image, vice her own 
“ features, and the very age and body of the times, its 
‘** form and pressure.” Ifa free press be that which is 
free from all restraint, then is the Courier a ene of 
the genuine freedoin of the press! Ut regards nothing 


Dut its own discretion; and wh il was said of a knavish 
looking fellow— 


“With every feature ofa rocue compicte, 
Should he be honest, he’s a devilish cheat,’ 


may be applied to the hesitation with which even truth 
is received, when it accidentally appears in its columns. 
some such ideas of free: ois as the Editor of the Mercury 
haz chosen lo advance—probably suggested the line of 
the poct-taster in the i of Dr. “Johuson— 


“Who ruics o’er freemen should himself be free !” 
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“ There, Doctor!” said a critic in a bookseller’s shop to 
the modern - Diogenes—‘ There! that’s what I call 
‘sound poetry! What do you think of it?” ‘* That it 
‘ ig stark nonsense,” replied the Doctor, ‘* he might as 
*¢ well have written— 

‘6 Who drives fat oxen, should himself be fat!” 


Thus our Quixotic expedition against the windmills of 
the Mercury is now ended. liwe have mestaken his 
godship for a giant, let it be remembered that—we are 
of dwariish dimensions; and that to our microscopic 
optics little things may seem great, and great matters be 
above our comprehension. We felt for lhe reputation of 
our antagonist, as Hamlet for the credit of Horatio ; 
who, when the latter proclaimed himself ‘* a truant,’ 
exclaimed— 

‘* T would not hear your enemy say so ; 
Nor shall you do mine ear that violence 


To make tt truster of your own report, 
Against yourself !”’ 


—_——~ = oo 








LETTERS OF TilE BLACK DWARF. 
a 


Front the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to (Sir) T. 
R. G. Braddyll, High Sheriff of Lancashire. 


—_—— Oe 


ON THE PERSECUTION OF JOHN KNIGHT. 


Pray Mr. Hegh Sheriff, do you know who and what 
you are! Have you ever been accustomed to take any 
lessons in the art of self-knowledge ; or have you left 
this very important study to your chambermaids and 
footmen? If the latter should, most unfortunately, be 
the case, be good enough to enquire of them, who and 
what they take you to be. 1 will wager all the value of 
your dignity, that their answer will not much flatter 
your pride, or improve your consequence. If there bea 
clever fellow among your domestics, shew him your bil- 
let to Mr. John Knight, and ask bim whether he would 
write such a faina, if he were Aigh sheriff! You will 
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very. probably bere throw down this paper in @ passion, 
and ask who ‘Tam? I answer, a very little, insignificant, 
dark-loéking animal; but quite big and stout enough to 
take false dh eenity, and official imapertinence, by the beard, 


wherever 1 find it. My nc readers, however, may 


wonder, how [ came lo irmagme 7 sh ould find either dig- 
nity or Consequeuce upen yout rales { raust therefore 
entighten fom, by inseiting the following letter, written 
by Mr. John Kaigit to his family, upon the subject of 


vorr conduct iowards hira; they will net then be sur- 
prised ai my introducing them to a ge se man high- 
§ Toma , of whem he greater portion never heard before, 
and of whem the rest may never wish te hae again! 


~ oy ° 


4 ‘ é 
: bs Qdsrir aster : da, an od Ls ZS. 1821. 


Vf eo ‘ ™> . 
ava s } > Lada f v 
q*} rig ; Pe ® a? Cc 3 
‘Ss ne \ Howie is acopy of a ietter i wrote tothe Sher: fj :-- 
“ Ho read Sir—-1 vr VOU pared ry a! doh He YORU Wi tt exeuse 


Ine sm obtcadiag upoa your attention. tam sory to feel under 
the necessity of so deing; bat, Sir. understanding that Lam not 
to have the flehester investigation, Mr. Huat’s Memoirs, &c. &e. 
without your express permission, being very suxtous to see them, 
end parts of them (viz. the tvo first embers of the Investigation, 
and the 19th nucnher of these Memoirs) having been sent hither fer 
that purpose. Lo bumbly but earnesily reg that vou will, with 
all convenient speed, peruse me, and if possible favour me 
wiih the perusal of thom atterwards.. 1 hay -aiso scized rhea 
tunity of onweulie: eioyou the 170) number of the said Memors, 
aud bee your parti enlar attention fo foun Sidmonth’s Letter, 
peculiarly that part of it whict ‘hy relates ta the opening, or rather 


od 
. 
= 44 
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not opening of the Letters of Prisoners of the class. es of felons 
and fines; not oe ‘iting to netics the preamble and postscript of 
the said letter, The letter you will find in pages 26 and 27 of his 
orders to the reformers, and in the pages is and 19 of the said 
orders, you wi! 1 find what a change has iakea place in the practice 
at Iichester upon this suiject. [ the more particularly request 
your attention to this fetter of his Lordship’s, because ta writin 

to wives and chidren. one would often wish to say mauy little 
things, which trifles might be both pleasing and useful to them, 
but would probably become the sabjects of ridicule o7 derision to 
gaol inspectors, Only imagine Lidy Braddyil and yourself to be 
cructly separated from cach other ; ; and all your letters to her, and 
her’s to you, to be all and every part of thein, exainined by those 
who kept 4 you a asunder ; Isay, only iinagine if you can, how she 
and you would feel under such heart pending restrictions; and then 
{ cannot doubt of your alacrity to promote the removal thereof. 
This is an evil which J and many others pai infully experience; and 


therefore hope that you will believe me when I say that Iam 
snxieus Tor ius removal. Hoping that you will promote the 
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removal of this and every other galling and unnecessary restriction 
to which prisoners are subjected, 1 remain, honoured Sir, with 
profouud respect, yonr uuworthy captive, 

J. KNIGHT. 


P. S. I beg to be favoured with a written answer, and the sooner 
bt arrive the more esteemed it will be. ”’ 





ANSWER. 

at Sr, 

“Thave received your letter of the 22nd inst., and im com- 
phance with your request have perused the work you recommen- 
ded to mv notice; I am S07ry to add (alice you appear to consider 
it so great a source of interest and amusement) that I cannot upon 
any account perimii such a publication to be received in the Castle 
of Lancaster. 

‘ LT renmain, Sir, Your’s, &e. 
“TR. G. BRADDYLE, High Sheriff. 

* Conished Priory, Jug. 25th, 1821.” 

Asthis letter evidently relstes only to one werk, I spoke to 
our keeper, and said thet the letter 1 haa received froin the 
Sheriff only ajluded to onc work, and therefore unless he had re- 
ecived a Ictter which would eynlain it better, [should be under 
the necessity to write seaia to ihe Sheriff for an explanation. He 
said he had received a letter which prohibited aff the articles which 
had been seat. J said that wes very different to nine; so he re- 
plied, he would Jet me see his on Monday. However he negleete 
to do so, and on Tuesday merning I sent him the following note 
—‘ Sir, Do you recollect me telling you, that the letter which [ had 
received from the Sheriff sieod in need of explanation? and am I 
niistaken in believing that you said I should see yours yesterday ? 
If such explanation cannot he given, I shall fee! it necessary to 
trouble the Sheriff for one. If the 15th number of the Momoirs 
cannot be handed me, | hope tbe 17ih number can be returned 
—the refusal of the investigation I consider to be such a stretch 
of power as cannot be passed over in silence, | am, Sir, yours 


respectfully, J. Knight.” In about 2 or 3 hours after 1 sent the, 


above note, I was called into the round house, where stood the 
janior keeper, a surgeon, and Clarkson. Mr. Higgins appeared 
much irritated and said, ‘I thought my word would have been 
sufficient: 1 thought my word might have been believed.’ J, K, ‘I 
donot wish to wrong any one.’ Mr. H. ‘As I promised to read 
ihe letter | will read it; but I will make no more such promises.” 
J. K. * As you please for that.” Mr. H. then read, as near as [ can 
recollect thas:—‘I return you all the pamphiets and papers, and 
after having read them, I am more confirmed in my determination 
of their unfitness to be admitted into the gaol, and charge you to 
withhold them all.” Then, added Mr, Higgins ‘and J shall obey 
my orders strictly s I shall ot return the 17th number. Here you 
have the upshot of this affair. . 
cy ee ‘*JOHN KNIGHT. 

‘N.B. The pamphlets ‘and papers handed io the Sheriff were, the 

17th and 18th Nous. of Mr. Hunt’s Memoirs, the first and second 
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numbers of the lichesier Investigation, Mr. Shilliheer’s Address to 
the Male and Female Radical Reformers of Manchester. A hand 
bill announcing what was to take place in Manchester on the 16th 
of August, and the prospectus of the revival of the Manchester 
Observer.” 


Well, Mr. T. R. G. Braddyill, Aigh sheriff, what does 
your Aighness think of this statement in prevt? Do you 
look as dignified as you expected to look? Do ask Lady 
Braddyl, to whose feelings Mr. Knight so pointedly, so 
powerfully, and yet so delicately appeals, whether she 
thinks the AégA sheriff has added any thing to the im- 
portance of which a man ought to be proud, by this in- 
stance of the tricks of fantastic authority! Ask her lady- 
ship whether she would not have blushed, if ‘ heaven 
* had made her such a man!” Did you ever read Mr. 
Knight’s letter? Did you ever receive it? Your note is 
no answer to its contents! It has no allusion to them. 
He sends you a copy of several works, and you return 
for answer that you have perused “ ¢he work,” which 
he recommended to your notice. Ife recommended no 
particular work. He does not talk about any “ source 
“¢ of interest or amusement ;” but requests a permission 
which you have no legal right te deny, to read several 
publications. Can this absurdity on your part be solved, 
by supposing that youare a plaything in the hands of the 
worthy gaoler, Mr. Higgins? In one number of his 
Memoirs, I remember Mr. Hunt, who has had some 
little acquaintance with this worthy gaoler, uses an epi- 
thet towards him, which may gall his pride, notwith- 
standing his character was as highly vouched for in the 
Ffouse of Commons as that of Bridle himself, the deposed 
tyrant of Ilchester Bastile. Has this gaoler put a trick 
upon you, Mr. f/ig/ Sheriff? Has he shewn you this 
number, pointed bis finger to this epithet, and kept back 
the letter of Mr. Knight, representing that “ this work” 
alone was the object of his solicitude! It is not hkely 
that a gentleman, even if he were not high sheriff 
would have sent such a blundering reply to such 
a letter as that of Mr. Knight; and have made the matler 
suill worse, by writing such a letter to the gaoler, as that 
read reluctantly by Mr. Higgins, under the statement 
that it was yours. Now you should be a gentleman, 
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although you are Aigh sheriff of Lancaster; and gentle- 
men always write their answers to the parties who ad- 
dress them, aud not to those who are known to be their 
enemies. Mr. Higgins must surely have been at some 
of his tricks. The proceedings under the IIchester 
Commission are public documents, which no igh or 
fow sheriff, should dare to quarrel with; and if you caz 
read, you will not find a single phrase i in the two first 
numbers to which you can mould a plausible objection. 
The gaoler, Mr. Hige rins, #2ght have some reason to 
prevent any suggestion of the means by which the abuses 
of Lancaster Pastile might be amended. There is an 
ugly figure of a goaler as a frontispiece to the first num- 
ber; and though “the name is written in large characters 
at the bottom, a suspicious fellow in the same lone, 
might on a first glance, have thought it meant to cari- 
calure himself. But is it seemly that the Aogh sheriff 

should be made the cat’s-paw of the dow gaoler, to keep 
hig chesnuts from being burnt? Should he make use of 
a gentleman’s authority to serve his purposes upon “ an 
“ infirm old man,” to whom the panegyric of Timon may 
be fairly applic —‘ Every man has his faw/t and his, is 
HONESTY.” The judge that sentenced him is not a more 
worthy member of society, than this victim of your 
zaoler’s caprice ; and if ¢hat judge were condemned to 
be his keeper, a very short acquaintance with his merits, 
would induce every possible attention to mitigate the 
rigours of an imprisonment, which no man ever less de- 
served. If you have any degree of intellect beyond what 
is requisite to ** guard its master ‘gainsta post,” do enquire 
into your duty. You will find your gaoler has no right 
to intercept letters, but what the abuse of your authority 
confers upon him. You will find that the sentences of 
ismight, and his fellow prisoners, was dimprisonment 
alove; and that you are playing the-tyrant, if you au- 
thorise, or inflict one single privation besides. I have 
but little hope of your attending to this advice; but 
remember that il may be one day ii in vain to re proach the 
populace with brutality, when well-bred gentlemen set 
them examples of such wanton persecution of helpless 
captly Cod, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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'O JOSEPH HUME, Esg. M. P. 


LETTER IIl. 

DEAR Str, 5d Sept. 1821. 

I now resume the thread of my quotations from em- 
nent authors, respecting the liberticide nature of STANDING 
ARMIES ;-—certaiuly not through any enmity or disrespect to- 
wards the military character; for, both by sea and land, I 
have myself borne with pride that character ; and, so long as 
it act in a public spirited fidelity to the rights and interests of a 
free country, it ought iu my Judgment to stand high im public 
estimation. The military principle ia a political state, like 
each passion in the frame of inan, is, indeed, essential to its 
perfection; although, to that result, its energies must be kept 
within the proper and lawful sphere of its activity, that its 
fruits may be conservative and beneticial service. 

‘The writer is not aware that any one before himself, described 
the Engiish Constitution, as, in fact, “ a two-fold and admirable 
“ system of civil and military polity most happily combined ; 
“ whereby these two characters, like the faculties of intellec- 
“tual ability and bodily force in man, are inseparably interwo- 
“ven, to constitufe a complete state, or free government.” 
Nor is he aware, that any one has, more than himself, laboured 
to restore to our nation the mililary character that it once 
had, when every man, from the prince to the peasant, was re- 
quired by law to “ have in his house harness for to keep the 
*‘ peace after the ancient assize,” with arms in proportion to 
his pecuniary ability. And he has the authority of a bright 
ornament of the military profession, Colonel Pasley of the 
Engineers, in support of his doctrine; for, says that officer, 
‘early decay isso much the inevitable fate of arbitrary go- 
“ vernments, that it appears absolutely impossible that the peo- 
ple of a country so governed, can ever be, properly speaking, 
“a military nation; least of all, if they groan under the yoke 
“ of what is called a MILITARY DESPOTISM, a govern- 
‘ment the most thoroughly destructive of the martial spirit.” 
-—(Mil. Pol. and MS. of Brit. Emp. I. 464.) 

The systematic, the traiterous consignment of the COUNTY 
POWER to neglect, disuse, imbecility and, if possible, to obli- 
vion—that “ detestable policy,’ which was so warmly repro- 
bated by the late Earl of Liverpool, was the foundation of all 
the mischiefs of a disarmed people, and crmed mercenaries ; 
and of rearing up an unnatural engine of despotism, which no 
act of parliament, no prescription, no length of time, can by 
any possibility naturalize and unite with national freedom ;— 
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an engine that exists only by sufferance from year to year; and 
must cease to exist, when any one of the three branches of the’ 
legislature shall withhold its consent. We have indeed seen 
those presiding at the very head of the law itself, who, so- 
phistically arguing that ‘* soldiers are still citizens,” and so i- 
sinuating that the mercenary STANDING ARMY are a part 
of the COUNTY POWER, have thus attempted to palliate, 
thus endeavoured to sanction, the horrid profanation of a mi- 
litory execution of English law! But an antidote to this 
poison of asps from under the lying lips of these evil-minded 
sophists, is found in the healing words of mercy and troth of 
the honest Sir /¥idliam Jones, who perspicuously remarks, that 
“the COUNTY POWER includes the whole civil state, from 
the Duke to the Peasant, while “ the military state, as such, 
“forms no part of thet power, being under a different com- 
‘mand, and subject to a different duw. Such soldiers, in- 
“ stead of obeying the orders of the civil magistrates, for 
‘* suppressing riot, or preventing the conflagration of a town, 
‘may, by their mi/ilery commanders, be called away in the 
* most dangerous moment.”—(Leg. Mode of sup. Riots 14.) 

But, Sir, when we have recently scen the supreme civil au- 
thority of a county, namely, that of the Sheriff, even while 
exercised with jucgnient, temper and sound discretion, treated 
with insolence by a military officer; bis very life daringly at- 
tempted by a common soldier —his authority utterly despised 
by an officious stipendiary Justice of Police, and very cava- 
lierly treated by a cabinet minister; there needs no prophet to 
foretell to what all this tends. 

Let us now proceed with our references. ‘Trenchard, the 
honest historian of STANDING ARMIES, observes, that 
‘ Lord Bacon in several places bears his testimony against 
“a STANDING ARMY, it being fittest to invade a country, 
“ but a militia to defend it; because the first have estates to 
“get, and the latter to protect.” Again, says he “ neither 
“the Israelites, Athenians, Corinthians, Achaians, Lacede- 
‘* monians, Thebans, Samniies or ROMANS, whilst they kept 
** their Ziberty, were ever known to maintain ANY SOLDIEKS 
“IN CONSTANT PAY, well knowing that the sword and 
‘* sovereignty march hand in hand.”’— (Tracts, I. 10. 25.) . And 
indeed, it is a notorious fact, that no nation whatever which 
suffered itself either by force or fraud, to be disarmed, aud en- 
dured ¢ monopoly of arms in the hands of mercenaries ever 
did preserve its liberty. England, therefore, Mr. Hume, must 
once more effectually return to her ancient habits, assert her 
rights, and perform her duties, or she must become the most 
abject of ‘nations, verifying the observation which Montesquiew 
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made respecting her inhabitants, that ‘+ as they have the greatest 
‘« reason to be jealous of their liberty; were they ever to be 
‘¢ so. unhappy as to lose it, they would be one of the most ser- 
“nile nations upon earth.”—(Spi, Laws, L. 23.) 

‘‘'The first footsteps I find of aSTANDING ARMY in 
“ England since the Kemans left the island,” says Trexchard, 
“¢ werein Richard the Second’s time, who raised 4000 arches 
‘(in Cheshire, and suffered them to plunder, live upon free 
“ quarter, beat, wound, ravish, aud At/éZ wherever they went ; 
“ and afterwards he called a parliament, encompassed them by 
‘“‘ his archers, forced them to give up the whole power of par- 
‘liament, and make it treason to endeavour to repeal any ot 
‘ the arbitrary constitutions that were then anade. But being 
“obliged afterwards to go to /reland to suppress a rebellion 
‘there, the people took advantage of it, and dethroned him. 
"The nation had such a@ specimen in this re-gn of a STAND- 
“ING ARMY, that I do not find any king, from him to 
“ Charles 3., that attempted keeping up any forces in time of 
‘* peace, except the yeomen of the guard, of Henry VIL.” 

But, says the same wriier,—“ What our court, for above a 
*‘ thousand years together, had never effrontery enough to ask, 
‘“ what the pensioner parliament could not think of without 
“astonishment, what king James's Parliament (that was 
“ almost chosen by himself) could not hear debated with pati- 
‘ence, we are likely to have the honour of establishing in our 
*‘ ave, even under a deliverance ;" lb. that is to say, under the 
newly imported Dutch King of “ glorious and immortal me- 
“mory ;” the very repetition of which panegyric is to this day 
ihe regular signal for some persecution of the Irish Catholics by 
the Protestant Orangemen. He, however, adds, ‘ We then 
“ thought a mach less army than js now contended for, a must 
‘* insupportable grievance ; insomuch thatin Charles II.’s reigu 
*« the Grand Jury presented them, and the pensioner Parliament 
‘‘voted them to be a NUISANCE; sent Sir Jos. W-~son to 
“the ‘Yower for saying the King might keep guards tor the 
‘«defeuce of his person; and addressed to have them dise 
«< banded.” 

What would such a Parliament have said to “GENTLE- 
MEN” that eulogize such a soldiery who spontaneously take 
post at a gate in the streets,—who give to the people “ THE 
WORD OF COMMAND,” and who, on their disobedience to 
the military insolence, without the presence of a civil magis- 
trate, aud without the reading of the not act, proceed to sabre 
them, and to shoot them ? 

itis not, Sir, a thirst of power for the sake of mere harren 
dominion, that has beeo the mutive to “ the detestable policy 
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of the three lust centuries,’ for Doctor Stuart informs us that 
‘‘ mercenaries were scarcely known, when the priaces of Europe 
‘+ invented the art of extorting the wealth of their subjects, 
‘and of employing it to oppress them. Thus mereenartes 
gave rise to Taxation in Europe.’—Burnet’s Own Times, 287. 
400. © The victory of the kingly authority over the liberty of 
“the people, continued in many princes the POWER GF 
“« TAXATION’-—“« From this period the monarchs of France 
“were to be in the full capacity of levying taaes at their plea- 
“ sure; and of surveying in mockery the righis and pretensions 
of their subjects.” | 

The testimony of Machiaval against STANDING ARMIES 
is decisive :—“ Princes, or governors of Commonwealths, ’ says 
he, “ if they are wise men, will not suffer any of their subjects 
“ or citizens to make war their only profession. And a@ king- 
‘«< dom that is well governed, ought to be still more afraid of 
“such persons than a commonwealth ; because they are the 
“ eorruptors of princes, wid ministers of their tyranny.” 

Montesquieu, speaking of the Constitution of England, re- 
marks, that “ The soldiers should live in common with the rest 
“of the people, and no separate camps, barracks, or fortresses, 
should be allowed.”—Sp. of Laws, 1. 235, 

Blackstone has nearly the same words. ‘“ The soldiers 
‘should live intermixed with the people: no separate camp, no 
“ barracks, no iniand fortresses should be allewed.”—I. 414. 

Lauderdale valued himself on having got passed in Scotland 
with little or no observation, an Aet to offer Charles I]. an 
army of 22,000 men, to be ready on summons, wherever his 
power or greatness was concerned ; “ and wrote a letter to the 
“ King about it, in which he said, all Scotland was now in his 
“power.” “ It was intended to found an impeachment upon 
 it.”—Burnet’s own Times, 287, 400. 

Fletcher, in his voluminous work on the subject, has this con- 
clusive :— Whether our armies shall conquer us, is uncertain ; 
‘but whether STANDING ARMIES will enslave us, neither 
“reason nor experience wiil suffer us to doubt.’ “ Whoever 
‘is for making the King’s power too great or too litte, is an 
“an enemy to monarchy :—but to give him STANDING AR- 


‘“ MIES, puts his power beyond controul, and consequently 
“makes him absolute.” 


Your namesake and countryman, the sagacious, philosophic 
Hume, pronounces our STANDING: ARMIES “ a mortal 
“distemper in the Constitution, of which it must inevitably 
* perish.” —(Essays 11.376.) But the writer has shown, that 


7 restore but our genuine, our proper militia, then, from that 
‘moment, the STANDING ARMY, now viewed with a just 


dread, as an engine of despotism, will become perfectly ins 
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“ noxious,” Here is the solution of that problem in politics, 
that has filled the head of the philosopher with prophetic 
visions of slavery, und the heart of the desponding patfiot mth 
the deepest anxiety. sisitis Pog 

There is another point of view in which we have vow to contem- 
plate STANDING ARMIES—as, ultimately the destruction 
of those who employ them. ‘‘ Although every absolute mo- 
“narchy and every usurpation, originally owes its birth and 
“ maintenance to an armed force, well disciplined, well terrified, 
“or well cajoled ;” yet these “ implements of tyranny, though 
“kept under the strictest discipline, set up for themselves a3 
“ often as they see fit, and lodge both sword and sceptre in 
“ what hands they please.” ‘“ Itis scarce an age ago, since an 
‘‘army of our own, raised by the parliament, and owning no 
“other head but the parliament, not only declared for their 
** General against the parliament; but, under his direction, 
“turned the parliament out of their own house; cut off the sa- 
“cred head of their Sovereigu; made Cromwell Sovereigu in 
‘his stead; became the tools and instruments of his tyranny ; 
“and upon his decease, having imposed no less than ten dif- 
“ ferent species of government on the nation, became at last 
“the tools and instruments of Monk, to restore the ancient 
“ Constitution; into many of which measures they were led 
“ mechanically, by the merc dint of discipline, agaist their 
“ inclination.” —(Obs. on Mutiny Bill, and use and abuse cf 
Standing Armies, 60.) The same writer had observed, thai, 
“ although it be utterly impossible to dragoon men tnto leycdly, 
* it is very easy to dragoon them ot of ié.”—~ (Ub. 11.) | 

To this it may suffice to add, that “ out of ¢icenty-six Roman 
“ Emperors, siateen were deposed and murdered by their own 
“ armies.”—(Tenchard’s Tracts, I. 28.) ; 

“ Tfit were possible,” says the late Lord Liverpool, “ tosup- 
“ pose thata STANDING ARMY, thus modelled and pawe: 
“ful, could not be induced to defeat, by one hasty blow, the 
“ public-spirited labours of so many centuries; and it would 
“‘ be even wise ia a free people, to rely on their virtue in this 
“ particular, may we not have reason to appretend, that, by 
“ the influence and dependence of so large a body, an ihterest 
“may be created dangerous and repugnant to the spirit of the 
government, Which may direct the legislature in an impro- 
per manner, though it may not at once subrert it; Ww hich 
“will operate insensibly fo our destruction; and though less 
« violent in its progress than the other evil, will be no Zess 
“ fatal to the Constitution ’—(Disc. on Militia, 67.) eit 
* not possible that these keepers uf ours, may come to resemble 
‘* those cf a seraglio, and hate ihe very aame of Liberty, whew 
totally deprived of their own?’ —(Obs. on Mutiny Bill, 55.) 
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Who can forget, that, while Parliament was debating the 
CORN BILL, it was closely encompassed by a powerful de- 
tachment of the STANDING FORCE UNDER ARMS? 

The present writer, adverting in 1799, to the frequent prac- 
tice of TORTURE in Ireland, asks—“ ‘To what cause are we to 
“ impute this foul and indelible stain on the national honour ? 
“ To what cause must we attribute the re-appearance on earth 
“of this progeny of hell? And to what cause shall we trace 
“the possibility, that gentlemen and British officers should, in 
this enlightened and polished age, be capable of a practice 
“which is the worst feature in the character of a savage! 

“The cause, alas! is sufficiently plain: disregarding our 
“ Constitution, in which resistless military force Is interwoven 
“with perfect political liberty; and equally disregarding the 
“admonitions of the true politictan, and the precepts of the 
‘* philosopher, the voice of wisdom, and the call of patriotism ; 
“we have preposteronsly, and contrary to every maxim in our 
“books, and to the obvious principle of self-preservation, 
“ adopted and introduced into the practice of our Government, 
“the deadly engine of a STANDING ARMY. 

“A STANDING ARMY ever has converted, and ever 
‘‘must convert, men into machines. The individuals of a 
“STANDING ARMY, where they receive orders cast away 
“the judgment, the moral discretion, and the will of rational 
‘beings. Obcdience with them is the faw and the prophets ; 
“and he that gives the order, they think is the only person 
‘answerable for it.,—( Ob. on Adut. Bill of 1750, 75.)— 
“They are the members of 2 clock work, which does, and 
*‘must, obey him who winds it up; they are the minute parts 
“of a great machine, governed by wires, and springs, and 
‘levers, external to themselves; and the whole man and moral 
“agent is lot in the soldier, J speak not of Ethaghams, with 
“minds proof against the poiscn of institutions; for if an 
“ Etnngham stood almest single, in refusing to draw his sword 
“‘ against his American brethren, the general rule is 100 dread- 
** fully true.”—( Ob. Civ. and Mil. on Eng. Law. 163.) 
it But if there lurk in the military code, a mischief so exten- 
uve and so deadly, ’tis fit we warned against the contagion, 
| such as are endowed with reflection, and have a wish, while 
‘ they fulfil the duties of a soldier, not to forget the superior 
‘: | of a citizen. Let all such, then, remember, that 
‘ toyalty is tdelity to doy or law, and not an absurd prejudice 
in favour of any one particular object of the law’s protection, 
. to the disregard of every or any other; and that military 
‘ obedienee, when the order is illegal or unconstitutional, is 

30 far from a duty, that it is a crime. 











AX) THE BLACK. DWARE. 


“When Colone! Axtel was tried in the reign of Charles FF., 
“ for merely havingynounted guard on the High Commission 
“ Court, whieh condemned Charles 1., the pleaded, that. he only 
“ acted.as.a military man under the Parliament, which avas-then 
p obeyed by the three, kingdoms, and he said, ‘ { am.to serve 
‘and ebey all-my superior officers; that is my commission ; if 
“I donot, I die bythe law of war’ . He was answered ‘by 
“ the Court, ‘ You are to obey. them an their jusé commands ; 
“ALL UNJUSE COMM. (NDS ARE. INVALID.’ The. Co- 
“Jonel suffered death.” —Ib. 160, 

Although the soldiers are subject to a different law from 
ordinary citizens, it is not one which (to speak. correctly) twitA- 
draws them trom a necessity of observing the general law of: 
the land, but one which suvjects them ‘to an additional and 
par ticular obligation. It imposes on them a new dufy—a more 
rigid rule of conduct, as essential to that pronipt attention to, 
and unhesilating execution, requisite on veal military services. 
But to preserve peace in cur gales and our streets, or to en- 
force the execution of the law, are not military services, ‘They 
wholly appertain to the peace ‘officer sand law officers: for the 
preservation ‘of peace and the enforcement of Law, thercon- 
stitution provides and prescribes a power of ¢iwenty limes the: 
potency of alarger SUANDING ARMY than the whole reve- 
nue of the kingdom, if thereby entirely swallowed up, could: 
maintain. 

This. being a demonstrated fact, is ‘it pessiiile to conceive a 
more inveterate treason against the peace, the laws and liberties, 
the genuine government and constituiion of our. country, ‘than 
that DETESTABLE POLICY” so warmly. reprobated by 
the late Lord Liverpool before lie was a placeman; whereby the 
peace ofhcers and law otheers have been deprived of the nieans 
of doing their duty, in-order that profligate ministers, and the 
wicked childrea of corruption might rule the land ‘by the ac- 
cursed instrumentality of ball, bayonet, and sabre; the imere 
practice of which is full proof, that evei/ government and liber- 
ty, have given place to mivitary 2 eovernment and slavery! 

What remains to be said, must be deferred to another day. 

I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your's truly, 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT, 
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